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                    VOLUNTEER 
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We all have them, a favorite day, event or time if year. Our An-
nual Volunteer Appreciation Event is  absolutely one of my fa-
vorite days! It's a day the department celebrates each of you 
for being a ray of hope for others.  We had shared a day full of 
smiles and a lot of laughter. It was a delight to meet so many of 
your families and have the opportunity to thank each of them 
for sharing you with us. 

The spring season holds a variety of volunteer opportunities and a chance to seize the 
moment and volunteer at something new or an event you look forward to every 
year.  Do you enjoy the warmer temperatures? If so watch for details on April Pools. 
Or perhaps   educating children on prevention and safety is your passion; have you   
volunteered at Safety Town yet? Maybe playing the role of a patient at Total Patient 
Management for the recruit academy is where you enjoy sharing your time. And then 
there is the final evening of CERT, be a room monitor and sharing your expertise with 
our new team graduates.  Seize the opportunities and watch Samaritan to sign up. 

As we start each day, I encourage you to remember each generation has 
the opportunity and responsibility to make their community one filled 
with hope, compassion and kindness.  ~Kim 



VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY! 



VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY! 

And Special Congratulations to our    
Volunteer Award Winners... 



 

It’s been a year since the new COM 
251 vehicle was sent on its maiden 
voyage after receiving a ceremonial 
blessing. This blessing was in staying 
with fire department traditions when 
putting a new vehicle in service. The 
origin of this ceremony is reported to 
be from the time of horse drawn 
equipment, which could not be easily 
backed into the building by the hors-
es.  

In the past year we have been able to provide the exceptional service that is ex-
pected of the Community Assistance program aided by the addition of this new 
van. 

The first call in our new vehicle went out within minutes--a working fire. When 
COM251 arrived on scene, we were asked to transport an injured pet to an emer-
gency veterinary clinic. Once the decision was made to transport the dog, gear was 
shuffled, information was relayed and the dog was put in the back of our new vehi-
cle. Just before closing the back doors all involved were relieved to see the pup 
open his eyes and raise his head in bewilderment. Upon arrival at the vet clin-
ic, COM251 was assured that the animal was stable and returned to the fire to see 
how else we could serve. 

On the second shift, COM251 was dispatched to another working fire. Upon arriv-
ing on scene, we initially helped the utility truck by setting up chairs for rehab.  We 
were then directed by the battalion chief to find the family, who was standing on 
the corner wrapped in blankets, and have them sit in our vehicle. 

COM251 NEWS 



The family followed us to our van and settled comfortably inside.  We were now able 
to provide this family with needed resources and prepare them for the next step; 
getting in touch with their insurance company and arranging for a hotel room. 
COM251 was able to do all of this from our new vehicle allowing the crews to contin-
ue to do their jobs.   

The following week there was yet another fire where COM251 was able to utilize the 
new vehicle for great customer service to three families who were temporarily evacu-
ated. Throughout the year COM251 assisted in additional fires by working with the 
families involved. 

There were many motor vehicle accidents where we were able to transport families 
home or sit in a vehicle out of the heat. There were codes, where we were able to 
transport family members to the hospital to be with their loved one; sometimes driv-
ing the family vehicle so that they would have it available at the hospital when they 
were ready to return home. 

Additionally, all of our equipment fits inside the back of the van assuring that we al-
ways have the tools we need; ladder, jumper box, coolers, first aid kit, AED, and 
water/snacks and stuffed animals for the younger family members. 

On one recent call, we were able to assist a mother and her four children who were 
visibly upset after an MVA.  The children were shaken and crying when we arrived.  
After giving them a tour of the van and equipping them with hats, water, snacks and 
stuffed animals, they were transported home with smiles on their faces. 

As the first year in service for our new van wraps up, we are thankful for this new ve-
hicle, which allows us to serve Mr. and Mrs. Smith in so many ways. 

-Written by Dianna Erickson 

 

 

COM251 NEWS  
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A Note of Special Recognition for our Volunteers working with Gilbert Public Schools: 

Hi Wendy & Kim, 
 
I just wanted to reach out and once again THANK YOU both for your willingness to come to our cam-
pus and put on our CCR training today. You and all of your wonderful volunteers were so great with 
our students. It was clear that you all REALLY enjoyed interacting with our students and our students 
genuinely enjoyed you all. Thank you so much for all of your time, effort, and commitment to our stu-
dents in our community.  
Please know that you are all appreciated more than you know!  
 
Sincerely, 
Nick Cornell  
Campo Verde High School 
Physical Education Department Chair 

DC Ehrman and Jon Switzer  
Gail Kokosinski, Maanasi B., and Larry MacDonald  



 

Lynne has been volunteering with GF&RD for eight years, and 
has loved every minute of it. She and her husband, Fred, have 
lived in Gilbert for over 20 years and love this community. They 
moved here from Torrance, California. She also has a daughter 
and son-in-law who live out of state. 

When not volunteering with the fire department, Lynne volun-
teers at her church, helping with classes and working in the gift 
shop. She also visits senior citizens in Assisted Living and 
Memory Care facilities on behalf of her church. 

 Lynne’s hobbies include crafts and sewing, decorating for the holidays, and family 
genealogy. 

 Lynne shares that her biggest life challenge was raising her daughter as a single 
parent before marrying Fred. She is most proud of being a good wife and mother, 
creating a loving home, and developing a close relationship with God. 

 Lynne’s volunteer philosophy is being happy in helping others in any way she can. 

Written by Judy Slack 
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Lynne Robison 



                                                                                                        

 

 

 

Interested in Weather?   

 

Become a National Weather Service Storm Spotter! 

 

A free training class will be held in Gilbert on Wednesday April 11
th
 that will teach people how to 

properly identify and report significant weather phenomena and contribute to public safety.  Even 
with sophisticated technology like radar and satellites, we still need ground truth information from 
trained weather spotters throughout the year.  You will learn about how thunderstorms work, how to 
identify cloud features associated with microbursts and tornadoes, and how your reports tie in to 
warnings and advisories issued by the National Weather Service (NWS).  In addition, you will learn 
about all of the services available from the NWS.  See below for details on time and location.   

 

Adult volunteers are community minded individuals, who understand that they play an essential role 
in providing storm information to the National Weather Service.  Anyone can be a spotter and we  
encourage those that like to pay attention to the weather to become involved.  

 

In Arizona, the NWS Phoenix Office forecasts for Maricopa, La Paz, Yuma, southern Gila, and  
northwest Pinal counties.  In southeast California, we forecast for Imperial and Eastern Riverside  
counties.  

 

    Time:              April 11
th 

   7 pm – 9 pm 

    Location:   Gilbert Fire Dept. Administration 

        85 E. Civic Center Dr.     

 

    Registration:  Email:  kim.yonda-lead@gilbertaz.gov    

       Or call: 480-503-6327 

                              

Immediately following the presentation, completion certificates will be issued and program participa-
tion will be confirmed.  If you have any questions, please contact Ken Waters or Austin Jamison at 
the NWS Phoenix Forecast Office – (602) 275-0073 (option 5) or visit weather.gov/phoenix and 
click on the link for “Skywarn” on the left hand side of the homepage.  

mailto:kim.yonda-lead@gilbertaz.gov


Did you know that every year an estimated 8.7 million children and teens, from birth 
to age 19 are treated in emergency departments for unintentional injuries and more 
than 9,000 of them die as a result of their injuries?   Gilbert Fire & Rescue is proud to 
be partnering with Cardons Children Hospital to bring a new, dynamic, interactive 
program to our schools to teach kids valuable lessons in preventing these inju-
ries.    Safety Town tackles the leading causes of childhood unintentional injuries  that 
include: fire safety, water and sun safety, bike and pedestrian safety, school and play-
ground safety, car seats and motor vehicle safety, sun protection and gun safety.  In 
our high schools, Safety Town tackles teen driving issues that includes distractive driv-
ing, driving under the influence with marijuana and alcohol, and texting and driving.  
  
Here’s where we need your help!   We 
have 2 more Safety Town events sched-
uled for this school year in our elementary 
schools  and we would love your help with 
teaching  these important messages to our 
kids (script/info provided), setting up safe-
ty town or tearing it down.  Each Safety 
House has an important lesson that we 
talk to the kids about in an 9 minute, small 
group rotation.  For example, we use the 
Fire Safety House to talk about smoke 
alarms and home escape plans for fami-
lies.  We even use fake smoke and have 
the kids crawl out the bedroom window to 
the safe meeting spot where they would meet their family in a family emergen-
cy.  There are different scenarios and lessons at each Safety House that the kids get to 
experience to learn the importance of injury prevention for each safety hazard. 

Safety Town 



Playa Del Rey Elementary 

Thursday, March 29th 

1) Setup 8:00am—9:00am 

2) Rotation 1:  9:00am—12:00pm 

3) Rotation 2:  1:00pm—3:30pm 

4) Tear down 3:30pm—4:30pm 

Houston Elementary 

Monday, April 23rd 

1) Setup 7:15am—8:15am 

2) Rotation 1:  8:15am—12:00pm 

3) Rotation 2:  1:00pm—3:00pm 

4) Tear down 3:00pm—4:00pm 

  
If you are interested in helping set-up or tear down or you love working with kids, teaching 
them important safety messages, we would love your help at our last two Safety town 
events.   Please sign up online  if you are interested in participating and please reach out if 
you have any questions for me. 
  

Remaining volunteer opportunities for this school year are: 
  

Safety Town 



February 13th  CERT Training   6:00—9:00pm 

February 20th  CERT Training   6:00—9:00pm 

February 27th  CERT Training   6:00—9:00pm 

March 6th   CERT Training   6:00—9:00pm 

March 6th   Skills Stations, Room 6  6:00 –9:00pm 

March 21st   CPR/AED, Room 6   6:00—9:00pm  

    CERT/Fire Corps 

April 4th   COM251 Quarterly Meeting 6:00—8:00pm 

April 11th   Storm Spotters Class  7:00—9:00pm 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

February & March  


